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Introduction 


t was now near the end of the second year of Hijri. Rasulullah 

Acsa‘lctii\> had been in his new home, in the town of Madinah 

for less than 2 years, however it was now firmly established 
as the centre of the new Islamic Society. 


Masjid Nabwi had been originally built with the Qiblah towards 
Bayt al-Maqdis, so the Muslims would face north when they read 
Salah. Rasülullah zza yearned to pray towards the Ka‘bah 
and 16 or 17 months after the Hijrah, Allah 355532, sent down 
Revelation instructing Rasülullah Asai to now face al-Masjid 


al-Haram. 


The Qiblah had now changed and the Muslims now faced south 
when praying Salah. Masjid Nabwi was surrounded by the 
residences of Rasülullah izj4feXjt2 and his Companions. Within 
the Masjid itself, Rastilullah <csate2ijk reserved a place for the 
poor people of the Muslim Community, the Ashab as-Suffah. 


Each evening Rasülullah iz; would distribute them 
amongst the other Companions so they could take them home and 
feed them. Some of the Companions would take up to eighty of 
them at a time. Others would remain behind and join Rasülullah 
Acsaletije in his meal. 
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Rasülullah iz;4iexji2 also made provisions available for them 
inside the Masjid. Ropes were tied to two pillars, so bunches of 
fruit could be hung off them from the orchards of the Ansar. 
Whenever the poor Muslims would want to eat, they would be 
able to bring the fruit down with sticks. 

The commandments from Allah 35532. also started to increase. 
After the Revelation of certain verses in Sürah al-Baqarah, fasting 
in the month of Ramadan now became compulsory. 


And at the end of the month of Ramadan, the command for Salat 
al-‘Id al-Fitr & Sadaqat al-Fitr, were revealed in verses from Surah 
al-Ada'. Then the commandment came for Salat al-‘Id al-Adha’ & 
the Udhiyah (Qurbani), in the verses from Sürah al-Kauthar. 


The command for Durüd also came in the verse from Sürah al- 
Ahzab and Zakat, the obligatory alms also became compulsory. 


Rasülullah 3zs«fexjc» had now been given permission by Allah 
Wesen to strive in his path. Madinah was located along the 
trade route between Makkah and Sham and was in an ideal place 
to launch expeditions to intercept Qurayshi trade caravans. 


The first expedition was Gazwah al-Abwa'. Rasülullah {zate 
led this expedition himself with sixty Muhajirün heading south 
west towards a Qurayshi caravan. Upon arriving at their 
destination, they found out that the caravan had left however 
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Rasülullah izs4fedjtz made a treaty with the Bani Damrah who 
resided in the area. 


This expedition was followed by Gazwah Buwat, Gazwah al- 
*Ushayrah and Gazwah Safawan. No hostilities took place during 
these expeditions. 


Rasulullah áz then sent ‘Abdullah ibn Jahsh “edits, with 
some Companions on an expedition. He gave them a letter and 
instructed them not to open it until two days had passed. The 
letter was opened and inside, Rasülullàh Jz;4feXjc2 had given the 
party instructions to go to a place called Nakhlah, which was 
between Taif and Makkah. 


The small party arrived at their destination and came across a 
Qurayshi Caravan. Anarrow was shot at the leader of the caravan 
and the rest of the people in the caravan ran away. The Muslim 
party managed to secure the goods from the caravan and also take 
two captives. This was the first booty, spoils of war in Islam. 
‘Abdullah ibn Jahsh ží divided the bounty into five parts, one 
fifth was reserved for Rasülullah iz; and the rest was 
divided among the people in the party. 


Upon returning to Madinah, Rasilullah 3zs«íc5ji2 told them, that 
they had not been given permission to fight. The skirmish had 
happened in the sacred month of Rajjab; however the Companions 
thought the month had finished. They would have to wait until 
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the Revelation came from Allah 35532. to tell them what to do 
with the bounty. 


Allah ssa. then revealed verses from Sürah al-Baqarah after 
which Rasülullah iz;4cX2 accepted his fifth share of the spoils 
and distributed the rest amongst the Companions who had taken 
part in the expedition. 


The two captives were only released after two of the Companions 
of Rasulullah izj4eXie, Safad and ‘Utba Ges arrived in 
Madinah. The ransom was then taken, and the captives freed. One 


of the captives, Hakm ibn Qaysan ží embraced Islam and 


ry 


stayed in Madinah. 
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Gazwah Badr al-Kubra' 


n the 2™ year of Hijri, there were a total of 8 Gazwat, 
expeditions in which Rasülullah <cs.ceaiike was personally 


involved. 


Gazwah Badr al-Kubra', the greater 'Battle of Badr', was the first 
proper battle in history of Islam. It was the 5"" expedition in which 
Rasülullah 3zs«íc5ji2 had participated in within the space of a 
year. 


This battle played a critical role in whether Islam would continue 
to flourish or the Quraysh being able to put a stop to the Muslims 
once and for all. The Companions would display great bravery and 
courage, whilst the Quraysh would become victims of their own 


overconfidence and pride. 
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The Qurayshi Caravan 
n the beginning of the month of Ramadan, Rasülullah 
Azs eie received news that Abū Sufyan ibn Harb was 
returning back to Makkah from Sham with a Qurayshi trade 
Caravan. There were either 30 or 40 men in the Caravan which 
was laden with goods. 


Rasülullah 3zs«íc5jt2 gathered the Muslims and told them about 
the Caravan and it was possible, if Allah 45; wished, they 
could acquire this wealth. There was no thought of any type of 
conflict or fighting, so the Muslims set off without any 
preparation for battle. 


Abū Sufyan had anticipated that the Muslims may come to 
intercept the Caravan. When the Caravan approached Hijaz 
(Arabia), Abū Sufyan started asking all the other travellers he 
would meet on the way about any such news. 


During one of these exchanges, he received news that Rasülullah 
ize» has commanded his followers to travel towards your 
Caravan. As soon as he heard this, Abū Sufyan, hired DamDam 
ibn ‘Amr al-Ghifari and told him to go at once to Makkah and tell 
the Quraysh to come to the aid of their Caravan as soon as they 
can. Tell them to save their wealth because Muhammad 
Jaai has commanded his followers to travel towards it. 
DamDam ibn *Amr al-Ghifari left for Makkah right away. 
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Rasülullah ízek leaves Madinah 
eanwhile Rasülullah iz; left Madinah with his 
Companions headed for the Caravan on the 12" of 
Ramadan. The number of people with Rasülullah 
Acai was either 313, 314 or 315, depending on different 
opinions. 


The standard of the army was given to Mus‘ab ibn ‘Umayr zeis. 
There were also 2 flags preceding Rasülullah 
{aale One was called al-Uqab which 
was held by ‘Ali zziz and the other was in 
the hands of one of the Ansar. ‘Abdullah ibn 
Umme Maktum äks had been left behind to lead Salah in 
Madinah. 





Times were very difficult in those days and there were only 2 
horses in the whole army. One horse belonged to Zubayr ibn al- 
‘Awwam dil, and the other to Miqdad ží. 


There were also only 70 camels. Each camel Es \ 
was allotted to 2 or 3 of the | uj 
Companions sé, who 





would take turns in 


riding the animals. 
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There is a difference of opinion as to whom Rasülullah fate 
shared a camel with. One opinion is that he was with ‘Ali žais 
and Marthad ibn Abt Marthad al-Ghanawi #4. ^ Another 
opinion is that he was with Abū Lubabah x£Xice and ‘Ali žais. 

When the turn came for Rasülullàh izjXie to walk, they both 
would tell Rasülullah 3z5«feijftz to carry on riding, and they would 
walk in his place. Rasülullàh Azs4feXjc2 would tell them that they 
were not stronger than him in walking and he was no less desiring 
of Allah 3553 reward than them. 


Another camel was shared by Hamzah, Zayd ibn al-Harithah, Abü 
Kabsha and Anasa «is. Another was shared by Abū Bakr, 
‘Umar and ‘Abdul Rahman ibn ‘Auf Aris. 


Qays ibn Abu Sa‘sa’a ži; was placed at the rear of the army. In 
this manner Rasilullah Acselcaije started to make his way 
towards the path of the Caravan travelling to Makkah. 
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The Muslim Army is Reviewed 
he Muslim army reached the well of Abū *Anba which was 
1 mile outside of Madinah. Rasülullah 3zs«íc5jt2 checked 
the whole army and whoever was considered young of age 
was sent back. 


The Muslim army had taken the upper route from Madinah, by 
way of al-‘Agig, Dhul Hulayfah, then Ulat al-Jaysh. The army 
passed Turban, Malal, Ghamis al-Hamam, Sukhayrat al-Yamam as- 
Sayalah and into the ravine at al-Rawha’ 


At al-Rawha’, Abū Lubabah ibn ‘Abd al-Mundhir zess was chosen 
to overlook matters in Madinah and sent back. From there the 
army went to Shanüka.  Rasülullah izz4X2 had stopped at 
Sajsaj which was one of the wells of al-Rawha' then went to al- 
Munsaraf. The road to Makkah was on the left and Rastlullah then 
turned right towards al-Naziyah intending to go onto Badr. 
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The army passed through a vale called Ruhqan which was 
between al-Naziyah and al-Safra'. When the army approached al- 
Safra', Basbas ibn ‘Amr al-Juhani zís and ‘Adiyy ibn Abi az- 
Zaghba' xas; were sent to scout ahead to get information about 
Abū Sufyān’: s Caravan. 





On the other side, DamDam Ghifari was fast on his way to Makkah 
to convey the message from Abü Sufyan to the Quraysh. He would 
inform them that the Caravan is under threat and they should 
quickly come to the rescue. 
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‘Atikas’ dream 

asulullah edi, had a paternal aunt in Makkah called 

‘Atikah who was the daughter of ‘Abdul Muttalib. 3 days 

before DamDam Ghifari arrived in Makkah, ‘Atikah had a 
dream which frightened her. In her dream she saw that a rider 
came on his camel, until he reached a place called al-Abtah (which 
is to the north east of the Haram). He then cried at the top of his 
voice ‘Oh people of Ghadr, leave for the place of your defeat in 3 
days’. 


The people then gathered around him and he then went to Masjid 
al-Haram with them following. He repeated the same words then 
he climbed Jabl Abi-Qubays. At the top of mountain, he called the 
same words again. The rider then threw a boulder from the top 
of the mountain and when it reached the bottom, it smashed into 
pieces. There was no house or dwelling in Makkah in which a 
piece of this boulder did not land. 


= i Ba 
NEAN Cr 
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After seeing this dream, she called her brother ‘Abbas dil). She 
told him that she feared some calamity is going to befall the 
people and advised to treat what she was going to tell him in 
confidence. He asked her what she had seen, and she related the 
dream to him. Once he had heard it, he said that indeed it was a 
vision, and she should not mention it to anybody. 


‘Abbas dil, came out of his house and saw 
his friend Walid ibn *Utbah. He told him 
about his sister’s dream and made him 
promise not to tell anyone. Walid then 
told his father ‘Utbah and in this way, 
news of this dream reached all of Makkah. 





Abu Jahl’s address 

‘Abbas cai; went into the Haram in the morning to perform 
Tawaf and saw that Abi Jahl was sitting with a group of people 
discussing ‘Atikah’s dream. When Abū Jahl saw him, he told him 
to come to them once he had finished his Tawaf. 


When ‘Abbas ZzXicz completed his Tawaf, he went to the group 
and sat with them. Abū Jahl addressed ‘Abbas izis and said, 
your men made claims of Prophethood and now your women have 
also started to make claims of Prophethood. ‘Abbas X£Xicz asked 
him what he was talking about and Abū Jahl told him about his 
sister’s dream. Abū Jahl further said that they would keep an eye 


on them for three days and see if what saw comes to pass. If it is 
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true, then it will be as so but if three days pass and nothing 
happens, then we will write that you are the greatest liars from 
the people of the House from the Arabs. 


On the morning of the 3* day, DamDam Ghifari arrived in Makkah. 
He was stood on his camel, which had its nose cut, and its saddle 
turned around. DamDam Ghifari was crying out Abü Sufyan's 
message. He told the Quraysh that Muhammad iz; and his 
Companions were lying in wait for their property which was with 
Abū Sufyan. 

In a narration from Misa ibn Uqba %25, it mentions when 
DamDam Ghifari came to Makkah, the Quraysh became fearful of 
Atikah's dream. The Quraysh would go to Badr and see the 
interpretation of ‘Atikah’s dream with their own eyes. 


There is a difference of opinion of as to whether ‘Atikah Gic 


embraced Islam or not. Ibn Sa‘ad mentions that she did and 
migrated to Madinah. 
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The Quraysh Prepare for Battle 


s soon as the news reached Makkah, it created a large 

disturbance because there was no man or woman who had 

not invested heavily in that Caravan. Everyone's wealth 
was under threat. 


Most of the leaders of the Quraysh joined the expedition apart 
from Abū Lahab ibn ‘Abdul Muttalib who was the paternal uncle 
of Rasülullah iji yet he was his fierce enemy. In his place, 
he sent Abt Jahl’s brother, al-‘As ibn Hisham. 


Al-‘As ibn Hisham owed Abi Lahab 4000 dirhams and because he 
had become poor, he did not have the means to pay back his debt. 
He accepted to join the expedition in place of Abu Lahab on the 
condition that the debt will be cleared. 
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Umayyah ibn Khalaf 
mmayah ibn Khalaf had initially refused to join the 
expedition. The reason behind this was that Sa‘ad ibn 
Mu‘adh žes who was from the Ansar, was his friend. 
Whenever Umayyah used to go to Sham, he would stop by in 
Madinah and visit Sa‘ad ibn Mu‘adh žá. Whenever Sa'ad ibn 
Mu‘adh zhi; would go to Makkah, he would visit Umayyah ibn 
Khalaf. 


After Rasülullàh sail migrated to Madinah, on one occasion 
Sa‘ad ibn Mu'adh ZzXiez went to Makkah to perform ‘Umrah. As 
per his normal practise, he stayed in the house of Umayyah ibn 
Khalaf. He told Umayyah to take him to perform Tawaf at a time 


when the Haram is empty, meaning when there are no crowds. 


Umayyah took Sa‘ad ibn 
Mu'adh Zeiss in the late 
morning to perform Tawaf. 
Whilst they were 
performing Tawaf, Abü Jahl 
saw them and said, 'O Abü 
Safwan (which was the 
Kuniyah of Umayyah), who 





is this person with you?' 
Umayyah replied and said it is Sa‘ad. 
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Abt Jahl then said, ‘I am seeing this person is performing the 
Tawaf calmly. You are giving unreligious people like this a place 
to stay and you are also helping them’. He then addressed Sa‘ad 
ibn Mu'adh XXizz and said ʻO Sa‘ad, I swear by my Lord, that if 
Umayyah was not with you, then you would not return in a proper 
state'. 


Sa'ad ibn Mu‘adh zziz then said in a loud voice, ‘If you stop me 
from performing Tawaf, then I swear by my Lord that I will stop 
your road from Madinah to Sham'. As we know, this road was the 
lifeline to the trade in Makkah. 


Umayyah then said to Sa‘ad ibn Mu'adh aii; ‘don’t raise your 
voice against Abi Jahl, he is the leader of this valley’. Sa‘ad ibn 
Mu‘adh ží said, ‘leave it, I swear by my Lord, that I have heard 
from Rasülullah zaf that you will die at the hands of those 
who are beloved to Rasülullah jz;«íc5ji2. Umayyah asked if he 
would die in Makkah. Satad ibn Mu'adh said, he did not know 
where and when he would die. 


After hearing this, Umayyah got very worried and frightened. He 
went and told his wife about what Sa‘ad ibn Mu‘adh Zed, had 
said. In one narration it mentions that he said, ‘I swear by my Lord 
that Muhammad iz; never says anything wrong. 
Umayyah got so frightened that he made the intention that he 
would never leave Makkah. 
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When Abi Jahl told the people to leave for Badr, Umayyah found 
it very hard as he was fearing for his life. Abt Jahl saw that he was 
not ready to leave, so he told him that he was a leader of the 
people and if he didn't go, then other people would see him, and 
they will also refuse to go. Abū Jahl kept on insisting that 
Umayyah comes with them. 


Abi Jahl told Umayyah, that he would buy him an expensive and 
excellent horse. And the meaning behind this was that as soon as 
he saw a threat, he could get on the horse and come back. 
Umayyah then agreed to go with them to Badr. Umayyah went 
home and told his wife to get his provisions ready to travel. She 
said to him, 'don't you remember the words of your Yathribi 
brother? Umayyah told her that his intention was to go a little 
distance with them and then come back again. 


So with this intention Umayyah left. Wherever he would stop he 
would keep his mount close, but destiny and Allah 45; 
decree stopped him from escaping. He reached 






Badr and soon we shall see what 
happened to him. 
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In another narration it mentions that ‘Uqbah ibn Abi Mu'ayt came 
to Umayyah ibn Khalaf whilst he was sat in Masjid al-Haram with 
his companions. ‘Uqbah was carrying an incense burner which 
had some ‘Ud (scented wood) inside it and placed it in front of 
Umayyah. He then said, 'O the father of ‘Ali, scent yourself with 
this, for indeed you are from the women’. Umayyah cursed 
‘Uqbah and what he had brought with him. He then prepared 
himself and left with the rest of the Qurayshi army. 
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The Qurayshi Army Leaves 
ne thousand men, armed to the hilt, fully prepared, and 
provisioned for battle left Makkah with Abt Jahl in the 
lead. Singing women also accompanied the army as well 
as drums, and this is the way they left, full of pride and pomp. 


Allah 3532, mentioned this in the Qur'an: 
o2 8I $16 3 55 ea, oye LAE QAI |p 5 Y; 
c 
1 $ At fereye cC 27 p xw 4 Sd xs 
©) nF O0 Js le ably ANN | Sere oE 09223 
“And do not be like those who set forth from their homes waxing 
proud and showing off to people, preventing (people) from the 


way of Allah. Allah is All-Encompassing of what they do.” 


The Qurayshi army travelled north towards Badr. 


! Surah al-Anfal verse 47 
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News of the Qurayshi Army 
asulullah zaf- and the Muslim army travelled ahead, 
leaving al-Safra' to the left. They went towards the right 
and passed through a valley called Dhafiran and then 
stopped. 


Basbas #4 and “Adiyy žais came and informed Rasülullah 
Acsaeii> that the Qurayshi army had left Makkah. Rasilullah 
jcssdeSive gathered the Muhajirün and Ansar. He informed them 
that the Qurayshi army had left Makkah and asked their opinions 
on what their next steps should be. Abū Bakr #4; was the first 
to speak and he expressed his willingness to follow whatever 
Rasulullah izj exijt2 commanded. ‘Umar Zeiss then stood up 
and also expressed a similar desire. 


prb M AT Gi daat JB gli aub oe 
E, Ay esi AA Zoi SY AS sz op aM 

SS 3 I eas ade al be Gl Sia J 
[Sis didss E51 sS sed o JES IBY ju 
DS; OS Me Mes 525 Gand Se GE isd; 
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Tariq ibn Shihab mentions that he heard ibn Mas*üd “adil; say ‘I 
witnessed al-Miqdad ibn al-Aswad in a scene which would have 
been dearer to me than anything had I been the hero of that 
scene. He (al-Miqdad ží) came to the Prophet Axe and 
he (Rasülullàh 3zs«íc3jtz) was urging them to fight against the 
polytheists. He (al-Miqdad x&icz) said, "We will not say as the 
people of Musa’ Saxi said "Go you and your Lord and fight you 
two". But we shall fight on your right and your left, in front of 
you and behind you’. I saw the face of the Prophet Jzs4feijie 
getting bright with happiness, for that saying delighted him. 


Rasilullah izs4fet2 asked once more for advice from his 
Companions, for he wanted to hear from the Ansar who made up 
the majority of the army. Sa‘ad ibn Mu‘adh ieis replied to 
Rasülullah Acsjaeaii saying it seems you mean us? Rasülullah 
Azaleko said that he did, then Sa‘ad ibn Mu'adh zzzi; made a 
statement testifying to their belief in Rasülullah zaf and 
that they would follow him wherever he would go. 


Rasülullah Asai was delighted after hearing these words and 
told his Companions to go forward, and there are glad tidings for 
you. Allah 35532 has promised me that we will be helped and 


* Sahih al-Bukhari 3952 
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victorious over one of the two groups, either Abü Sufyan's or Abü 
Jahl's. Rasülullah 3zs«ícxjtc also told them that he had been 
shown the places where certain people will perish. 


The Revelation 
Allah (35224. mentions this episode in the Holy Qur'an: 


des EAT ói or ós 23 ae {dead 64h 
(©) oni 335 


"And recall when Allah was promising you that one of the two 
groups would become yours, and you were wishing that the one 
without strength should fall to you. And Allah wanted to 
establish the truth through His words and to cut off the very root 
of the disbelievers" 


?surah al-Anfal verse 7 
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News of the Caravan 
he Muslim army had stopped at Dhafiran. Rasülullah 
{zateko then directed the army over some passes called 
Asafir and dropped down into a town called al-Dabbah. 
They passed by al-Hannan (picture below) to the right which was 
a huge sandhill that looked like a mountain. Rasilullah 2z;«íe5ji 
then stopped near Badr. 


Basbas and 
‘Adiyy Eais 
had been sent 
by Rasulullah 
Acai to 
spy on Abū 
Sufyan’s 





Caravan. They 

reached Badr and under a hill, there was a spring, so they rested 
their camels there. They could see two women having a 
conversation, one of which was asking the other to repay her debt. 
The woman who was being asked for the money said, that after 
two or three days, Abū Sufyan’s Caravan is going to come back 
from Sham. When it comes, I will work and with whatever I earn, 
I will repay your debt. 


Majdi ibn ‘Amr al-Juhani was also present at the spring when the 
two women were talking. When she said that the Caravan is going 
to come, Majdi said that she is saying the truth, so he managed to 
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help her convince the other woman to give her a little more time 
to repay her debt. 

As soon as Basbas and “Adiyy &Xi& heard this, they got on their 
camels and went back to Rasülullah Azs«feX. They informed 
him of the news. 


Abū Sufyan's Intelligence 
fter Basbas and “Adiyy &zX5 left the spring, Abū Sufyan 
reached the same place whilst 
he was enquiring about 


Rasülullah 3zsdesite. 


Abū Sufyan saw Majdi ibn ‘Amr and 
asked him if he had seen anyone 
coming or going from this place. 
Majdi replied saying he hadn’t seen 
anyone apart from 2 people, who were 
sat under this mountain. They set 
their camels down, gave them water, 
filled their water skins, and then left. 





Abu Sufyan quickly made his way to the location where the two 
men had sat and saw some camel droppings. He broke one of the 
camel droppings and found a date stone in it. Abu Sufyan saw this 
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date stone and said, ‘I swear by my lord, that this date stone is 
from Yathrib' 


He quickly went back to his Caravan and diverted their direction 
towards the sea path rather than the normal route to Makkah. By 
doing this, he managed to navigate the Caravan safely back to 
Makkah avoiding confrontation with the Muslim party. 


Badre. 


@ AmAl-Bark 
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Path of the Qurayshi Army 
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Abt Sufyan’s’ Message 


Abū Sufyan then sent another message to the Quraysh: 


43 5 allyal 5 alley 5 Se ln es LS! Leni 
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“You had come out to save your Caravan and your men and your 
wealth. Allah 35532, has saved everyone, therefore you should 
all return to Makkah" 


When Abi Jahl received the message, he said that he would not 
return until they have been to Badr, ate, drank, and enjoyed 
themselves for three days. 


Al-Akhnas ibn Shariq was an ally of the Bani Zuhrah. He 
addressed his tribe and told them that they had only come to 
protect their wealth. Allah 35532, has saved it, so there is no 
need for us to fight and put ourselves in danger like this man is 
saying, meaning Abū Jahl. All of the people of the Banü Zuhrah 
listened to al-Akhnas and returned, none of them were involved 
in the battle of Badr. 


The Banü *Adiy ibn Ka‘ab did also not participate in the battle, so 
apart from these two tribes, every clan of the Quraysh was 
represented. 
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The Armies reach Badr 


asulullah 
eoi | Madinah 
Sauq Sawig @ Ld 
now E Path of the Muslim Army 
reached a 


Badr with his 
companions. The iei. 


LÀ 
Muslims had Rodr zl M 


travelled in a south westerly direction from Madinah. 


The Quraysh had reached Badr before the Muslims. 

They had travelled north past al-Jamüm until they reached *Usfan. 
Then they went north past Khalis to Qadid. From Qadid they went 
in a north westerly direction towards Waddan then turned north 
past Um al-Barak and onto Badr. 
xis The total distance 
was about 200 miles 
or 300km. 





Path of rhe Qurayshi Army 


leddahé&^ æ Makkah 
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Overview of Badr 


adr was a location where the Arabs used to hold a fair each 

year and a market would also be held. The Muslim army 

approached Badr from the north east and the Qurayshi 
army came from the South. 





The Qurayshi army stopped behind a hill called al-‘Aqanqal which 
is on the western side of the Yalyal valley. 
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The Capturing of the Slaves 
hen the evening came, Rasülullah Jz5«íc3jt sent ‘Ali, 


Zubayr ibn al-‘Awwam, Sa‘ad ibn Abi Waqqas Axis, 





and some other Companions to find out more 
information about the Qurayshi army and the Caravan. 


The small party arrived at the well at Badr and came upon some 
water-camels of the Quraysh. With them was a slave of the Banü 
al-Hajjaj called Aslam and a slave from the Bani al-‘As ibn Sa‘id 
called ‘Arid Abū Yasar. They were both brought to Rasülullah 
Acsacleciik who was reading Salat at the time. 


The Companions 24s questioned the slaves and asked who they 
were. They said that they were watermen for the Quraysh, and 
they had come out to collect water for them. 


The Companions 2<éi\% did not believe them as they had hoped 
they would be from the Caravan of Abt Sufyan. After pressing 
them, the slaves then said they were the companions of Abü 
Sufyan, meaning from the Caravan. When they heard this, the 


Companions Asis left them go. 
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Rasülullah iz;XXt2 completed his Salat and told his 
Companions: when they said the truth you started to hit them and 
when they lied, you let them go. By Allah 35532, these are the 
Quraysh's men. 


Rasülullah izj4eXi2 asked the watermen where the Quraysh 
were, they said that they were behind the hill on the farthest side 
meaning al-‘Aganqal. 


Rasülullah zafo then asked them how many of them they 
were; they said there were a lot. Rasülullah sae then asked 
how many? They said we do not know the number. Rasülullah 
Acsi then asked, how many camels are slaughtered every 
day to feed the army? They said sometimes 9 and sometimes 10. 
Rasülullah zaf then said that their number is between 900 
and 1000. 
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The Qurayshi Leaders 
he slaves were then asked by Rasülullah Acsaceaiie, which 
of the nobles of the Quraysh had come? They replied with 
the following: 


‘Utbah ibn Rabi‘ah 

Shaybah ibn Rabi‘ah 

Abi al-Bakhtari ibn Hisham 
Hakim ibn Hizam 

Nawfal ibn Khuwaylid 
Al-Harith ibn ‘Amir ibn Nawfal 
Tu'aymah ibn ‘Adiy ibn Nawfal 
Nadr ibn Al-Harith 

Zama‘ah ibn al-Aswad 

Abu Jahl ibn Hisham 

Umayyah ibn Khalaf 

Nubay and Munnabih, the sons of al-Hajjaj 
Suhayl ibn ‘Amr 

‘Amr ibn ‘Abd Wudd 


VV VV VV VV VV VV ON WV 


When Rasülullah iz;«fe heard this, he faced the Companions 
E AE 


Asá, and said, ‘This Makkah has thrown towards you pieces of 
its liver’. In this way Rasülullah izj4eji2 found out about the 


** 


Qurayshi army. 
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The Wells of Badr 
n the books of Sirah, there are two opinions regarding how 
the armies secured the water sources at Badr. 


In Sirate Mustafa’, it mentions that the Quraysh arrived first at 
Badr and took over the well. They had also chosen the most 
suitable places to setup camp. So the Muslim army had no source 
of water and no good place to setup camp. 


The plain of Badr was sandy and very difficult to walk upon. When 
trying to walk, the feet would sink into the ground. 





Allah 3553ezZ then sent down the rain. The rain made the 
ground firm and easy to walk upon. The Muslim army then made 
small holes so they could collect the rainwater and use it for 
performing ablution and taking baths. 
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Allah 3G; says: 
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“And sent down upon you water from the heavens, so that He 
might purify you with it, and remove from you the impurity of 
Satan, and so that He might strengthen your hearts and make 


(your) feet firm therewith” 


Even though this water had been collected for the Muslims, 
Rasülullah zza gave permission to the Qurayshi army to use 
the water as well. 


In Ibn Ishaq, the event is narrated as follows: 


The valley of 'Yalyal' lay between Badr and al-Aqanqal. As 
mentioned before, The Qurayshi army who had travelled from 
Makkah had stopped at the further side of the valley behind al- 
Aqanaal. 


The wells of Badr were located to the north of the valley of Yalyal, 
on the side closest to Madinah. Allah 35532, sent down the rain 
which turned the soft ground into a firm surface allowing 


* Strah al-Anfal verse 11 
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Rasülullah Azs4feXe2 and his army to travel without issue. The 
Quraysh however found it difficult. 


Rasülullah 3zs«íc5jt2 then led his army until they reached the 
waters of Badr. When the army reached the first source, they 
stopped. Al-Hubab ibn al-Mundhir Z&XW asked Rasulullah 
Axe whether this site had been chosen by Allah 355 or 
whether it had been an opinion and tactical decision. Rastlullah 
dcsale4i\ replied with the latter. Al-Hubab xí suggested that 
the Muslim army should not stop where they were but keep on 
moving forward until they reached the water sources closed to 
the Quraysh. They could create a store for the water to ensure 
they have enough supply and furthermore stop the water supply 
to the Quraysh which was essential. 


Rasülullah 3z51e5j i2 approved of the plan and the army advanced 
immediately. The wells closest to the Qurayshi army were now 
stopped and a water store was created for the Muslims army 


which they could now use whenever they wanted. 
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The Station of Rasülullah {csati 
s the preparation for the battle went underway, Sa‘ad ibn 
Mu‘adh edi suggested to Rasülullah Actes that 
they build an *Arish' (canopy) for him where he could 
stay. The canopy was constructed on a mound with its roof made 
from palm leaves, and from here the whole battlefield could be 
seen. 


If you go to Badr today, there is a Masjid which has been 
constructed on the site. 
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From the map below, the location of the canopy (Masjid al-‘Arish) 
can be seen in relation to the battlefield. It is approximately 500m 
in a north westerly direction. It is also probable that many of the 
trees and groves which are present today were not there during 
the battle allowing Rasülullah izj44xie a clear view of the 
proceedings. 
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The Night Before the Battle 
n the night before the battle, Rasülullah 3z;4det2 took 
the Companions £X to the battlefield. He then 
showed them the places where the leaders of the Quraysh 
would be killed the following day. Rasülullàh Ascii would 
make an indication with his hand and say, this is the place where 
such and such person will fall tomorrow. 


After a while Rasülullah 3zs«ícXjc» and his Companion, Abū Bakr 
zais entered into the Canopy and offered two units of Prayer. 
Sa‘ad ibn Mu‘adh #4; stood at the door of the canopy with a 
sword in hand. 


« 
ET 
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‘Ali ža said "I remember us on the night of Badr, there was no 
one among us who was not sleeping, except Rasülullah 2zs«íe5i i 
who prayed facing a tree and offered supplication until the 


morning came" 


? Musnad Ahmad - 1161 
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Rasülullah 3zs«íe3jc» had spent the whole night praying and 
supplicating to Allahs. When Fajr time came, Rasülullah 
Azsiedite called, *As-Salatu Ibadullah’, Oh Servants of Allah, the 


time for Salat has arrived. 


As soon as the Companions #<dilg; heard the call, they gathered 
together. Rasülullah Acsa‘lesij led them in Prayer and then 
advised them on how to strive bravely in the path of Allah. For 
that day, would be decisive in the history of Islam. 
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Preparation for Battle. 


t was Friday, the 17^ of Ramadan. On one side were the forces 
of truth and on the other, the forces of falsehood. Rasulullah 


26 


imale then straightened the Battle lines of the 


Companions Asá. 

The Quraysh came forward coming down from al-‘Aqanqal into 
the valley. When Rasülullah Acsaexije saw the Qurayshi army in 
all its splendour proceeding towards the battlefield, he 
supplicated to Allah 35532. as follows: 


“O Allah, this is the tribe of Quraysh, who are coming in their 
vanity and pride. They are contending with you can and have 
denied Your Messenger. O Allah, grant me the help which you 

promised me. O Allah, destroy them this morning" 
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Sawad ibn Ghaziya koe 
asülullah saci started to arrange the rows. Whilst 
straightening the battle lines, he had an arrow in his hand. 
One companion, Sawad ibn Ghaziya Zeiss was slightly 
forward, so Rasülullah Asati poked him lightly with the 
arrow and said, 'Stand straight O Sawad' 


Sawad zís said, ʻO Prophet of Allah, you have caused me 
distress and Allah 35532 has sent you with truth and justice, I 


want my retribution!’ 


Rasülullah zaf lifted his garment from his stomach and said 
to Sawad Aad, ‘take your revenge’. Sawad z<éil; embraced 
Rasülullah Acse%ij and kissed him on his stomach and said ‘O 
Rasülullah <csace4ii, this maybe our last meeting.’ 


Rasülullah izs4fe t2 was amused by what happened and 
supplicated for Sawad zziz. 
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The Quraysh check the Muslim Army 
fter arranging the lines, Rasülullah 4zs4fezjtz went to the 
tent accompanied by Abū Bakr #45. Sa‘ad ibn Mu‘adh 


zeis stood at the door with a sword in hand. 


The Quraysh sent ‘Umayr ibn Wahab al-Jumahi to inspect the 
Muslim army so they could estimate the size of it. ‘Umayr got on 
his horse and rode around the Muslim camp and returned. He said 
that give or take there are about 300 people, but give me some 
time soIcan check whether they have any reinforcements hidden 


anywhere. 


‘Umayr got on his horse once more and rode around, far and wide 


this time, then returned. He confirmed 






that there were no reinforcements. 
However, he also said one more thing; 
heavy losses would be inflicted upon 
their army if they decided to fight, and 
what enjoyment would there be to life 
after this. So think before you decide what 
to do. 


Hakim ibn Hizam agreed with ‘Umayrs words and went to ‘Utbah. 
He advised him to take the Qurayshi army back to Makkah. ‘Utbah 
then addressed the Qurayshi army and said that there is no benefit 
in fighting Muhammad ízek and his companions. They are 
all your kith and kin. The result will be that you will keep seeing 
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the killers of your father, brother, and cousins. Leave Muhammad 
Acsaclecii to the Arabs. If the Arabs put an end to Muhammad 
Acsa‘letii then your job will be done. And if Allah Jiki gives 
him victory then this will also be a means of honour and respect 
for you. ‘Utbah finally told them not to go against his advice. 


Hakim ibn Hizam, then went to Abü Jahl. At the time he was 
putting on his armour and weapons. Hakim told him that *Utbah 
had sent him with a message and related his words. 


As soon as Abü Jahl heard them, he became very angry. He got up 
and said, the reason why ‘Utbah does not want to fight is that his 
son Abū Hudhayfah stays with the Muslims and he does not want 
any harm to come to him. Abü Jahl then swore an oath on Allah 
Wa and said they will definitely not go back until a decision 
is made between them and Muhammad izs«fei. 


Abū Jahl then called ‘Amir ibn al-Hadrami the brother of ‘Amr ibn 
al-Hadrami. ‘Amr ibn al-Hadrami had been killed in Nakhlah by 
Wagid ibn ‘Abdullah edi, when the Muslims had got their first 
booty, so the Quraysh wanted revenge for that. 


Abū Jahl then told ‘Amir that ‘Utbah wants to take the people back 
even though your brother was killed in front of you. When ‘Amir 
heard this, he started to shout his brother’s name. This increased 
the enthusiasm of the Qurayshi army who now got ready to fight. 
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‘Afra’ Gais 
efore we talk about the battle, I wanted to mention a 
special point. We must remember it was not only the male 
Companions 2<4i\ who made great sacrifices when going 
on all of the expeditions, but also their wives, children and 
parents who remained behind. How many of them would see their 
menfolk going off for an expedition, not knowing whether they 


would see them again or not. 


Hafiz — iae mentions one such female Companion was 
‘Afra’ Gais, who was the mother of ‘Awf and Mu‘awwidh &zZs; 
(we shall talk about them later). She had one special quality that 
no other person had. 


She was first married to Harith, and had three sons, ‘Awf, 
Mu'awwidh and Mu‘adh cai. She then married Bakir ibn ‘Abd 
Yalayl and had a further four sons, Iyas, ‘Aqil, Khalid and ‘Amir 
Eee. All seven of her sons took part in the battle of Badr! No 
other woman can ever make a similar claim! 


e| àc 
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The Battle Formations 


he Muslim army was stationed to the north whist the 
Quraysh had come up from the South. The Muslims were 
outnumbered more than three to one and the cavalry only 
consisted of 2 horses. The formation of the armies and the duels 


were as follows: 





Ali zais, Ubaydah ibn al-Hārith xaz, | Hamzah aí, 
: 5 ds? | j 


Al-Walid ibn ‘Utbah Shaybah ibn Rabr'ah ‘Utbah ibn Rabi‘ah 


Qurayshi Forces 
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The Challenge 
fter Abu Jahl's' remarks, even ‘Utbah got ready for battle. 
He took his brother Shaybah and son al-Walid and walked 
into the battlefield. He called out for a challenge. 


Three men walked forward from the Muslim Army, ‘Awf ibn 
Harith, Mu‘awwidh ibn Harith and ‘Abdullah ibn Rawahah £záice. 


The three Companions went into the field of battle and ‘Utbah 
asked them who they were. They replied that they were from the 
Ansar. ‘Utbah replied that they had no need of them, they wanted 
to fight with people from their own tribe. One person from the 
Qurayshi army cried, ‘O Muhammad izs4feXjz, send people from 
our people who are our match.’ 


Rasülullah zafo gave the command to the 3 Ansari 
Companions to return to the battle ranks. He then called ‘Ali, 
Hamzah and ‘Ubaydah ibn al-Harith ZZ by name and told 
them to go and fight. 


The 3 glorious Companions went forward with their faces 
covered. When they reached the Quraysh, ‘Utbah asked who they 
were. “Ubaydah £a said I am "*Ubaydah', “Ali zeis said ‘Iam 
‘Al’ and Hamzah X&Acé said ‘I am Hamzah'. “Utbah said “Yes, you 
are our match'. 
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The Duels 
he duels then commenced. *Utbah was pitted against 
‘Ubaydah žais who was the eldest of the three. Shaybah 
was against Hamzah 4 and Walid against “Ali žais. 


Ali and Hamzah &zX5s put an end to their opponents 
immediately with a single stroke. ‘Ubaydah Xe became 
wounded and he also wounded ‘Utbah. *Utbah then brought his 
sword down upon ‘Ubaydah aii; and cut off his leg. 


After their duels had been won, ‘Ali žais; and Hamzah zziz; 
went to the aid of ‘Ubaydah aii and put an end to ‘Utbah once 
and for all. They lifted ‘Ubaydah iais and took him to Rasülullah 
Asale. Blood was flowing from the leg of Ubaydah x44. He 
asked Rasülullah jzs4íexi2, if he was a martyr, Rasülullah 
Az$4dex[ye said yes. According to some sources, ‘Ubaydah Zt 
was 62 years old when he was martyred. 
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The Battle Heats up 

After ‘Utbah, Shaybah and al-Walid were defeated, the battle 
began. Rasülullah zaf left his canopy and arranged the 
battle ranks of his Companions. Once he had completed this, he 
went back to his canopy with Abū Bakr Xeditiz; and Sa‘ad ibn 
Mu‘adh #4 standing guard. 


Upon seeing the small numbers of his loved ones and the large 
number of enemies, the lack of weapons and armour in his army 
and the strength of the enemy, Rasülullah Jzs«ícXjte stood for 
Prayer. He read two units and started to supplicate to 
Allah 1653. 
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‘Umar ibn al-Khattab izis narrates that on the day of Badr, 
Rasülullah izs4desjtz looked towards the polytheists and they 
were 1000. And his Companions were 319 men. The Messenger 
of Allah faced towards Qiblah and then he stretched his hands 
and started to supplicate to his Lord. He said "Oh Allah, 
accomplish for me what you have promised me. O Allah, bring 
about what you have promised me. Oh Allah, if this group of 
Muslims is destroyed, you will not be worshipped on this earth". 
Rasülullah <csace4ii continued to supplicate to Allah Saale. 
while stretching his hands facing the Qiblah until his mantle fell 


off his shoulder. Abū Bakr žais; came and picked up the mantle 
and put it back on his shoulders. 
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Abii Bakr ees then embraced Rasülullah Acca from 
behind and said, Oh Prophet of Allah, this Prayer of yours to your 
Lord will suffice you. And he will fulfil what he has promised 
you, Then Allah 3553, revealed the following verse: 


? Sahih Muslim 1763 
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"When you were calling your Lord for help, so He responded to 
you (saying): "I am going to support you with one thousand of 
the angels, one following the other." 


The Angels 
bn Ishaq mentions that Rasülullah zafo was in his 
canopy well he fell asleep lightly. When Rasülullah Jzsfeijce 
awoke, said to Abu Bakr žais, 
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“Glad tidings to you Abu Bakr. Allah’s help has come to you, this 
is Jibril Saxl holding the reign of the horse and there is dust on 
his teeth”. 


Allah 3653 initially sent down one thousand angels, then 
three thousand and then five thousand to help the Muslim Army. 
You might be thinking here, why did Allah 53 send down so 
many Angels? 


In a narration from Ibn ‘Abbas “edi; in Dalail Bayhaqi, it 
mentions that Iblis had come with his army to help the Polytheists 
in the form of Suraqah ibn Malik. His army came in the form of 
the people of Bani Madlaj. Therefore Allah 35532, sent down, 
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Jibril SG, Mikail Aaike, and Israfil SX: leading the army of 
Angels. 


Also the question maybe asked, isn't one angel enough? The 
answer has been given in Fathul Bari. We have to remember that 
this world, is ‘Alame Asbab, therefore there are certain ways and 
certain laws which must be abided to. Allah 5e, takes these 
into account and then uses his power and displays keeping these 


laws mind, therefore an army of Angels were sent. 


It is also mentioned in numerous narrations, that the Angels had 
come on horses. In some it mentions they were 'ablaq' which 
means piebald, black and white. 
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Abū Usaid Sa‘adi cai; mentions, that on that day of Badr, the 
Angels had come down with yellow turbans and the ends were 
loose between their shoulders. 


Others have mentioned that their turbans were black, and others 
said they were white. Imam Suyüti i=; mentions that the actual 
colour was yellow, as the narrations which mention they were 
black or white, are weak. 


In a narration in Sahih Muslim, ibn ‘Abbas zís mentions that a 
Muslim ran behind a polytheist. From above he heard the sound 
of a whip and the sound of someone riding. He heard him say 'Go 
ahead Hayziim’. After that he laid eye on the polytheist and found 
him lying on the floor. He could see the mark on his nose and face 
as if someone had whipped him. 


The Ansari came and told Rasülullàh jzs4fe the whole 
incident, Rasülullah iz; said, you have said the truth, and 
this was help from the 3" heaven. 
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The First Martyrs 
bn Ishaq mentions that the first person to be martyred from 
the Muslims on that day was Mih’ja‘ žais; the freed slave of 
‘Umar ži. He was killed by an arrow. Then Harithah ibn 
Suraqah was also martyred. He was drinking water from the store 
when an arrow pierced his throat. 


Rasülullah 3zs4íc5jk2 came out of his tent and encouraged the 
army, and said, "I swear on the one in whose hand is Muhammad's 
life, a person will not get killed today, fighting with patience and 
the intention of gaining reward, going forward, not turning his 
back except Allah 35e will enter him into Jannah” 


‘Umayr ibn al-Humam iás at that time had some dates in his 
hand and was busy eating them. As soon as these words touched 
his ears, he said, 


Vee gla ol Y ah jest ol o 5 ele x 
“Fine, Fine, is there nothing between me and my entering 
Paradise save to be killed by these men?” 


He threw the dates from his hand, took his sword, and flung 
himself into the battle until he was also martyred. 


‘Auf ibn al-Harith #4 one of the sons of ‘Afra’ Geils took off 
his mail-coat and threw it away and fought until he was also 
martyred. 
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Abi Jahls Rally 
fter ‘Utbah, Shaybah and al-Walid were killed, Abū Jahl 
rallied the troops. He said, "Don't worry about *Utbah, 
Shaybah and al-Walid getting killed, these people hurried 
matters, I swear by Lat and ‘Uzza’ that we won’t return until we 
have tied them up with ropes.” 


Abt Jahl then supplicated to Allah 3553, and said, "Destroy the 
one who cuts the ties of kinship and commits actions which aren't 
recognised. And whoever is most beloved and liked by you, give 
him your victory and help". 


On one side Abü Jahl was supplicating and on the other side 
Rasülullah iz; was also beseeching his Lord. 

Jibril alate then commanded 
Rasülullah iz; to throw a 
fistful of dust at the faces of the 
Mushrikin. According to other 
narrations it was a handful of 
small pebbles. ^ Rasülullah 
Acsi then ordered the 
Muslims to attack and there wasn't one 





person in the Qurayshi army where the dust hadn't reached their 


eyes, mouth and nose. Only Allah 3 ez knows what was in 
this dust, as soon as it reached them, they started to run. 
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Regarding this, Allah 3553. said: 


a E LG i S AA A CU ad 
ex 3$ dsl Sen 9 CL He way Y 
"And you did not throw when you Sonn but Allah did throw” 


This means that even though Rasülullah Asa‘ecie threw the dust 
it was Allah 35532, who made this dust reach the mouths, eyes, 
and noses of those one thousand people in the Qurayshi army. 


Umayyah ibn Khalaf 
s soon as the dust reached the polytheists, the whole army 
became in disarray. Every person was wondering where 
and how they could escape from the battlefield. Even the 
bravest of their soldiers started to fall and be taken captive. 


Umayyah ibn Khalaf, was one of the greatest enemies of 
Rasülullah zak. Even before there was any thought of Badr, 
he had already been told of his demise by Sa‘ad bin Mu‘adh zziz. 
He had tried to make every excuse to not go to Badr, but finally 
gave in due to the taunts of Abü Jahl. 


TE ibn Khalaf was now on the plains of Badr, and Bilal 
Ass; eyes fell upon him. Umayyah had been the cause of so much 


/ Surah al-Anfal verse 17 
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hardship and torture. He used to lay Bilal ží on hot stones. As 
soon as Bilal ží; saw him, he called the Ansar. 


Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Auf žais; had been Umayyah’s friend in the 
days of ignorance, and he did not want Umayyah to get killed, he 
would rather that he gets arrested and become a captive. Maybe 
in this way Allah 3 3E may guide him and make it a means for 
him to escape punishment. 


‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Auf zaś took hold of and his son. When 
the Ansar came towards them, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Auf zeis 
took hold of Umayyah and sent Umayyahs' son forward. The 
Ansar fell upon him and he fell. 


They then started to run towards Umayyah. ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn 
‘Auf Zeiss lay down on top of Umayyah, but even this did not stop 
the Ansar who managed to get to him from beneath. Due to this, 
‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Auf žes got injured on his feet and the 
signs of this injury stayed with him for a long time after. 


Umayyah ibn Khalaf, one of the greatest enemies of 


Islam had now met his end as he had been told by 
Sa‘ad ibn Mu'adh žais. 
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Abū Jahl 
n one narration, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Auf žais; mentions 
that he was standing in Badr when he saw two youngsters 
from the Ansar on his right and left, therefore he felt anxious 
in case someone saw him standing between 2 boys and that might 
leave him vulnerable. 


He was in that thought when one of the youngsters said to him 
quietly, ‘Uncle show me who Abi Jahl is, who is he?’ I said, 'O 
nephew, what are you going to do if you see him?' The boy said 
that he has taken an oath with Allah 35532. that if he sees him 
then either he will put an end to him. or he will die. He had heard 
that Abū Jahl had said some very bad things about Rasülullah 
Acraea. 


After hearing his words, the anxiousness that ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn 
‘Auf ža had, that he was standing between two boys went 
away. ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Auf “adil, pointed towards Abu Jahl. 
The two boys then fell upon Abü Jahl and completed their task. 


These 2 boys were the sons of ‘Afra’ adil, Mu'adh and 
Mu'awwidh &zZis. 


Ikrimah, the son of Abū Jahl, came to the aid of his father and 
struck Mu'adh zzXicé in such a way that one of his arms became 


grievously injured that he could not use it again. Even in this 
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condition, he carried on fighting. Mu‘adh Xi, remained alive 
until the Khilafah of Uthman ieis. 

Ikrimah XXe, the son of Abu Jahl, would later on embrace Islam 
and play an important part in many future expeditions. 
Mu'awwidh ais, continued to fight after putting an end to Abu 
Jahl until he became martyred. 


The Search for Abt Jahl 
bü Jahl had become mortally wounded but there were still 
signs of life in him. After the battle had finished, 
Rasülullah 3z5ie5j i2 asked if there was anyone who could 
bring news of Abü Jahl. 


‘Abdullah ibn Mas*üd edi, went out to look for him and found 
that he was still alive. In one narration, it mentions that ‘Abdullah 
ibn Mas‘tid aii; sat on his chest and Abu Jahl opened his eyes. 
Abu Jahl said, 'O goat herder, you are sat on a high place', 
‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘tid zziz replied, ‘All praise is to the one who 
gave me the ability’. 


Abu Jahl, then asked who won the battle. ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘td 
edule said Allah 355, and his Messenger. Abū Jahl then asked 
‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘td ziti; what was his intention, to which he 
replied, to put an end to matters. 
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Abü Jahl told him to use his sword, as it was very sharp, and would 
fulfil his wishes very quickly. He also told him to make sure his 
head was removed from near his shoulders so the people would 
be able to see him. He finally asked ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ud Zea 
to send a message from him to Rasülullah åra. His message 
was to tell him that in his heart, the enmity and hatred he had for 
him yesterday, is even more today. 


‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘tid žá says, I went to Rasülullah 2zsdesijt 
and gave him his message. Rasülullah zako recited the 
Takbir and said this person was mine and my peoples Pharaoh. 
His evil and corruption was even more then the evil and 
corruption of the Pharaoh in the time of Musa’ size. When that 
Pharaoh died, at the time of his death he admitted the truth but 
this Pharaoh, even at the time of his death, he mentioned words 
of pride and disbelief. Rasülullah izj44ex i2 then gave Abi Jahl's 
sword to ‘Abdullah bin Mas*üd xe. 
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Ukkashah izis and the sword 
nother Miracle of Rasülullah izs«feXj» on this day was 
related to Ukkashah ší.  Ukkashah zš fought 
bravely on the day of Badr until his sword broke in his 
hand. 


He came to Rasülullàh zaf who gave him a wooden cudgel 
and told Ukkashah ší to fight with this. When he took the 
cudgel in his hand, it became a long gleaming sword. He fought 
with this sword until the Muslims became victorious. 


The sword was called al-Awn. He continued to use this sword 
until he was martyred. 
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The Battle had been won 


llah 355 brought victory to the Muslim army and the 
fighting stopped. Seventy people from the Quraysh had 
fallen and a further seventy had been taken as captives. 


It is narrated by Anas ibn Malik šas from Abū Talhah xXeice 
that on the day of Badr, Rasülullah izs4fejtz gave orders that the 
bodies of twenty-four of the leaders of Quraysh who had fallen on 
this day be thrown into a well. Umayyah ibn Khalaf's, body had 
swelled in his armour, so when they went to move him, his body 
disintegrated. He was left in his place and earth and stones were 
piled upon him. 


The name of this well where the Qurayshi leaders were buried was 
called 'al-Qalib'. The rest of the fallen were put elsewhere. 
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Ibn Shihab die said "These were the battles of Rasulullah 
jc. Rasulullah Azs«feXjve said, while the fallen were 
being thrown into the well, "Have you found what your Lord had 
promised true?”. Some of the Companions said, “O Rasülullah 
JcssdeSi ve, you are calling dead people". Rasülullah Asati 


)))) 


said "You do not hear what I am saying, better than they. 





* Sahih al-Bukhari 4026 
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The Martyrs of Badr 


A total of fourteen Companions of Rasülullah zsak- had 
become martyred. If you go to Badr today, there is a large plaque 
which contains the names of the Martyrs. The first six were from 
the Muhajirün, and the remaining were from the Ansar. 
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The Names of these illustrious companions were: 


Y Y NW VV VV V VV ON ON ON WV 


‘Umayr ibn Abi Waqas 

Safwan ibn Wahab 

Dhu as-Shamalayn ibn ‘Abd ‘Amr 
Mahja‘ ibn Salih 

*Agil ibn al-Bakir 

‘Ubaydah ibn al-Harith 

Sa‘ad ibn Khaythamah 
Mubashar ibn ‘Abd al-Mandhir 
Harithah ibn Suraqah 

Raf'i ibn al-Ma‘la 

‘Umayr ibn Al-Hamam 

Yazid ibn Al-Harith 
Mu'awwadh ibn Al-Harith 
‘Awf ibn Al-Harith 
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Intercept Qurayshi caravan 
which was headed to Makkah 


Abū Lubabah zzi 


A^ nen ^ 


Mus‘ab ibn ‘Umayr ái 


ry 


Abu Jahl 


950-1000 
19 Days 


Surah al-Anfal & some verses 
Total victory for Muslims 


Enemy: 70 killed 70 captured 
Muslims: 14 martyrs 
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summary 


he trades route between Makkah and Sham passed by 

Madinah which was the new home of the Muslims. The 

trade Caravans would go to and forth ensuring Makkah 
had its essential supplied. 


One such caravan had travelled from Makkah under Abü Sufyan. 
When Rasülullàh jz;«ícxjk2 found out about this caravan he 
gathered his Companions. They decided they would try and 
intercept this Caravan which was coming back to Makkah laden 
with goods. 


Abū Sufyan found out about Rasülullàh iz; plans and sent 
a messenger to inform the Quraysh to come to the aid of their 
Caravan. The Quraysh received the message and marched 
towards their Caravan. 


On one hand the Muslims and Caravan were travelling south and 
on the other, the Quraysh were heading north. Abü Sufyan found 
out about the Muslim Army and managed to manoeuvre the 
Caravan away from their path. The Quraysh were informed of 
this, but they continued to travel north. 


When the Muslim army found out about the Qurayshi army, 
Rasülullah Ázs4eXjtz consulted his Companions. They decided to 
proceed and confront the army. Even though they had not 
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prepared for a conflict and were vastly outnumbered, the sincere 
faith of the Companions would make them follow Rasülullah 
Acsi wherever he would go. 


A canopy was prepared for Rasülullah jzs«íc5ji2 from where he 
could see the battlefield. He supplicated to Allah 3553 and 
asked for his assistance. 


Allah $55,322, answered Rasülullah dcs.eaii prayers and sent 
down Angels to help the army and keep the religion of Islam alive. 


For the Quraysh, what had started out to be a mission to protect 
their Caravan from a group of Muslims who were not prepared for 
a proper conflict, ended up in a total defeat. 


The Quraysh returned to Makkah without many of its leaders. 
Many of them had fallen that day, including Abü Jahl, Umayyah 
ibn Khalaf, ‘Utbah & Shaybah ibn Rabrah. Many more had 


sustained injuries. 


The first battle of Islam took place and despite the lack of 
numbers, the bravery of the Companions AcXa and Allah 
dades. help resulted in a total victory for the Muslims. 
May Allah 554034, accept the sacrifices of Rasülullah faei 
and all the Companions zziz who took part in the great Battle 
of Badr as well as their families. 
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